
Preface Mothering While Black ix

Acknowledgments xiii

INTRODUCTION Bad Mothers and Baaaad Muthas: Black Maternal  
Figures in Post–Civil Rights America 1

CHAPTER 1 “I Got Self, Pencil and Notebook”: Literacy as Maternal Desire  
in Sapphire’s PUSH 29

CHAPTER 2 The Blues Mama in Suzan-Lori Parks’s Neo-Segregation Novel  
Getting Mother’s Body 54

CHAPTER 3 Toward a New Amerykah: The Maternal “Freakquencies” of  
Erykah Badu as Mothership 82

CHAPTER 4 “To Live and Reproduce, Not to Die”: Surrogacy and Maternal 
Agency in Octavia Butler’s Dawn 112

CHAPTER 5 Madea’s Big Happy Family: Tyler Perry and the Politics and  
Performance of Big Mama Drag 140

CONCLUSION Transgressive Black Maternal Figures and the Future of  
Black Feminist Cultural Studies 169

Notes  175

Bibliography  199

Index   207

CONTENTS


